
As it defended the nation, the Army supported its
growth.  The Army was indispensable to early pioneering
efforts such as conducting expeditions, building roads and
canals, providing civil law enforcement, and laying tele-
graph lines.  Through these efforts the Army provided
regional stability, replacing the wilderness with the activi-
ties of a complex society.  

In the aftermath of World War II and the responsibili-
ties imposed by peace, the Nation began using the Army
for other purposes.  In far away places with unfamiliar

names, Army presence
deterred aggression and
through a variety of peace-
ful actions, reassured oth-
ers and once again provid-
ed regional stability.  

Since its birth in 1775,
the fate of the nation has
often rested in the capable
hands of its soldiers.
From Yorktown to
Gettysburg to Normandy
to the Persian Gulf, to dis-
covering and building a
nation and protecting oth-
ers from aggression, ulti-
mately, it is the Army that
decides our success in war
and peace.  The Army is
the force of decision. 
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